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Richard Westra argues that changes across the capitalist world at the turn of the 21st century put into play a
global financial system which operates as a reincarnation of ancient usury.

The book reexamines the historical record to show how activities of antediluvian money lending brought
Western civilization to the brink of collapse. Usury corrupted princes and kings by indulging their
conspicuous consumption. It forced them to bleed their populations to fuel their possessive lust. And it
fomented vicious cycles of indebtedness in the wars it compelled. Money lending to merchants spread the
commercial economy that intervened between producers and consumers driving populations into debt and
dispossessing them of their land.

What saved Western civilization was the rise of capitalism. Capitalism tamed the activities of money
lending, and endowed them with socially redeeming value. The cost of borrowing was rationally set in
money markets. Bank credit was offered in anticipation of incomes generated by its determinate use. All in
all, capitalism tethered finance to expanding production of material goods and increased social wealth.

But, as the 20th century drew to a close, with capital no longer scarce as exemplified by the aimless bloating
of varying categories of funds, finance again turned to its dark side. With the disarticulating of production
through globalization, there existed no possibility for bloating funds to ever be converted into real capital
with determinate, socially redeeming use. Instead, systemic rule changes empowered big banks, big
investment firms and finance wings of giant corporations to unleash vast oceans of funds in a global orgy of
money games.

However, the global financial system of casino play can only operate akin to ancient usury. Wealth for the
few is expanded by expropriation and Himalayan levels of debt befalling the many! Like usurers of old the
new Merchants of Venice are indifferent to how lent funds are used. And loan repayment is set arbitrarily,
often exacting such a high cost that the borrower is ruined or forced to strive for the ruin of others. Big
government becomes the handmaiden sweeping as much debt under the public rug as it can. Yet there is only
so much in pounds of flesh left on the bones of humanity. Greece is really just the hors d'oeuvre.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Lawhorn:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Unleashing Usury: How Finance Opened the Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Patricia Welling:

This Unleashing Usury: How Finance Opened the Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Unleashing Usury: How Finance Opened the
Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Unleashing Usury: How Finance Opened
the Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole can bring when you are and not make your handbag space
or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Unleashing
Usury: How Finance Opened the Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole having great arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

David Bostick:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Unleashing Usury:
How Finance Opened the Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole is kind of book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Stephanie Hopkins:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Unleashing Usury: How Finance Opened the Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole we
can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this



book Unleashing Usury: How Finance Opened the Door to Capitalism Then Swallowed It Whole. You can
more attractive than now.
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