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One of the most striking features of French government in the second half of the sixteenth century was the
influence of Italians. Notwithstanding widespread French admiration for Italian culture, Italian influence at
the heart of French government aroused xenophobic antagonism amongst many in French society. This study
throws light on this complex relationship by offering the first detailed examination of the Gondi, one of the
most influential of the Italian families active during this period. The Gondi family played a leading part in
the finance, government, church and military affairs of the nation, and were indispensable counsellors to the
Queen Mother, Catherine De' Medici. They were also the targets of anti-Italian hostility, much of it
deliberately stirred by rivals in the French aristocracy who felt threatened by these powerful foreigners
occupying positions they believed were rightfully theirs. The book examines perceptions of the Gondi
through examination of contemporary pamphlets, diaries, and ambassadors' dispatches. It investigates,
among other issues, their notorious role in the plotting of the St Bartholomew's Day Massacre in 1572.
Making use of many previously overlooked archival sources from France and Italy, this book charts the
Gondi's rise to power and demonstrates how their deft use of patronage and financial expertise allowed them
to weave the intricate web of power and obligation that protected them against native hostility. In so doing
the book reveals much about government and society in late sixteenth-century France.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book The Gondi: Family Strategy and Survival in Early Modern France it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features
high quality.

Helen Leduc:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Gondi: Family Strategy and Survival in Early Modern France your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get prior to. The The Gondi: Family Strategy and Survival in Early Modern France giving
you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better
life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Gregory Holloman:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Gondi: Family Strategy and
Survival in Early Modern France is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lauren Cook:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Gondi: Family Strategy and Survival in Early Modern France when you desired it?
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