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Safe as Houses, the debut story collection of Marie-Helene Bertino, proves that not all homes are shelters.
The titular story revolves around an aging English professor who, mourning the loss of his wife, robs other
people's homes of their sentimental knick-knacks. In "Free Ham," a young dropout wins a ham after her
house burns down and refuses to accept it. “Has my ham done anything wrong?” she asks when the grocery
store manager demands that she claim it.

 

In "Carry Me Home, Sisters of Saint Joseph," a failed commercial writer moves into the basement of a
convent and inadvertently discovers the secrets of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. A girl, hoping to talk her
brother out of enlisting in the army, brings Bob Dylan home for Thanksgiving dinner in the quiet, dreamy
"North Of." In “The Idea of Marcel,” Emily, a conservative, elegant girl, has dinner with the idea of her ex-
boyfriend, Marcel. In a night filled with baffling coincidences, including Marcel having dinner with his idea
of Emily, she wonders why we tend to be more in love with ideas than with reality. In and out of the rooms
of these gritty, whimsical stories roam troubled, funny people struggling to reconcile their circumstances to
some kind of American Ideal and failing, over and over. 

 

The stories of Safe as Houses are magical and original and help answer such universal and existential
questions as: How far will we go to stay loyal to our friends? Can we love a man even though he is inches
shorter than our ideal? Why doesn’t Bob Dylan ever have his own smokes? And are there patron saints for
everything, even lost socks and bad movies?

 

All homes are not shelters. But then again, some are. Welcome to the home of Marie-Helene Bertino. 
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Haller:

Here thing why this Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Safe as Houses
(Iowa Short Fiction Award). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) in e-book can
be your option.

Billy Anderson:

This Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) can be among the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Safe as Houses
(Iowa Short Fiction Award) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Junior Price:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction
Award) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Lorraine Vargas:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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