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Eight years in the making, this edgy, in-depth account follows a black felon’s attempt to find a new life for
himself with a white woman in a small-town neighborhood where—as the book’s title implies—such
relationships are common. A remarkably intense read, Zebratown reveals a rhythm of life spiked with
violence, betrayal, sex, and the emotional dangers created by passionate love.

Greg Donaldson’s Zebratown follows the life of Kevin Davis, an ex-con from Brownsville, Brooklyn, who,
after his release from prison, moves to Elmira, New York, and takes up with Karen, a young woman with a
six-year-old daughter. Kevin is seemingly the embodiment of hip-hop gangsterism—a heavily muscled,
feared thug who has beaten a murder rap. And yet, as Donaldson’s stunning reportage reveals, Kevin has
survived on the streets and in prison with a sharp intelligence and a rigid code of practical morality and
physical fitness while yearning to make a better life for himself and be a better man.

Month by month and year by year, Donaldson follows Kevin and Karen’s attempt to make a home together,
a quest made harder by Kevin’s difficulty finding legal employment. The dangerous lures of the street
remain for him, both in New York City and in Zebratown, and he is not always successful at avoiding them.
Meanwhile, as Kevin and Karen struggle, the reader comes to care for them, even as they act in ways that
society may not condone. Theirs is a complex story with many moments of drama, suffering, desire, and
revelation—a story that is frequently astonishing and unforgettable to the end.

Like Adrian Nicole LeBlanc in Random Family, Donaldson explores a largely hidden world; such immersion
journalism is difficult to achieve but uniquely powerful to read. In addition to spending long periods with
Kevin and Karen, Donaldson interviews policemen, judges, family members, and others in Kevin and
Karen’s orbit, providing a remarkably panoramic account of their lives.

Relationships between white women and black men have long been a hot issue in American culture. Even
years after the 2008 presidential election, when society has in some ways seemingly moved on to a
"postracial" perspective, people still have a lot to say about interracial relationships. Zebratown takes us into
the heart of one and offers the paradoxical truth that while race is rarely not an issue in such relationships, in
the end, what transpires between a couple is intensely individual.

Meanwhile, the difficulty that ex-cons have successfully reentering society is an ongoing problem—for
them, their families, and the communities where they live. Zebratown makes this struggle real, as Kevin
Davis confronts not only his criminal record and his poor formal education but the cruelties of the
postindustrial economy. Both his and Karen’s stories resonate powerfully with twenty-first-century
American reality, and in telling them, Greg Donaldson confirms his position as one of the most intrepid
journalists at work today.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Mejia:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Zebratown: The True Story of a Black Ex-Con and a White
Single Mother in Small-Town America to read.

Jerry Orosco:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't know
what kind you should start with. This Zebratown: The True Story of a Black Ex-Con and a White Single
Mother in Small-Town America is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Diane Walker:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Zebratown: The True Story of a Black Ex-Con and a White Single Mother in Small-Town America
can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Roy Taylor:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top record in your reading list is Zebratown: The True Story of a Black Ex-Con and a
White Single Mother in Small-Town America. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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