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Chavistas are the local leaders and activists in Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution, working to establish
democracy through government-sponsored social missions, community self-governance, and popular
collectives. We Are the State! tells the story of their grassroots activism. In perspectives gleaned from
participant observation with barrio residents in workplaces, communal kitchens, city-wide forums, and
grassroots meetings and assemblies, as well as family and recreational events, anthropologist Cristobal
Valencia vividly recounts tensions between activists, local officials, and the wealthy opposition.

The author offers an anthropological analysis of the state, social movements, and democracy as lived
experiences of the poor, gendered, and racialized residents of two parishes in Caracas, Venezuela, and Afro-
Venezuelan communities nearby. Ethnographic research reveals the shift in relationships of power and the
evolving political practices among the Chavistas, the Chávez government, and the opposition. Examining the
subjective experiences of barrio residents in everyday processes of state formation, this book provides a new
perspective on the Chavistas, arguing that they are a broad-based social movement and driving force behind
a revolution struggling to transfer state power to organized civil society.

Through his intense engagement with the constantly changing social, political, and economic dynamics,
Valencia dramatically challenges top-down understandings of the state and power in Venezuela. He shows
the unequal relationships between sectors of civil society, and he shows state formation as a process
enmeshed in the struggles for social justice, demonstrating that the state is a sociopolitical entity that acts
through civil society, rather than above it.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Haight:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject We Are the
State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled We Are the State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's
Bolivarian Revolutionis the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Robert Delaney:

Often the book We Are the State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Eric Kyler:

Why? Because this We Are the State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Aimee Buffington:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. We Are the State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution can be your answer since
it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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