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Although Freud made only one visit to the United States, the spectacular rise and equally precipitous decline
of his theories on human behavior continue to make headlines. In 1956, celebrating the centennial of Freud's
birth, popular magazines reported that this "Darwin of the Mind" had fathered modern psychiatry,
psychology, child raising, education, and sexual attitudes. But by 1975, Sir Peter Medawar, a medical
research scientist and a Nobel Prize winner, announced in the New York Review of Books that "doctrinaire
psychoanalytic theory" was the "most stupendous intellectual confidence trick of the twentieth century." In
1984, a headline in Ms. Magazine--"The Hundred Year Cover Up: How Freud Betrayed Women"--neatly
summed up two decades of scathing feminist criticism. How much of this extraordinary sea change in
Freud's American reputation is due to the nature of psychoanalysis itself, and how much to shifts in
American society? And what, if anything, of the Freudian legacy will survive the current crisis of
psychoanalysis?

The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis, the long awaited conclusion to Nathan G. Hale's pathbreaking history
of the American psychoanalytic movement, Freud and the Americans, offers a brilliant analysis of Freud's
continuing impact on the American cultural landscape. With skill and insight, Hale traces the extraordinary
popularization of Freud's ideas through magazines, books, and even novels and Hollywood movies, and
reveals how the vast human laboratory of World War I seemed to confirm Freud's theories about the
irrational and brutal elements of human nature. Not only did psychoanalysis prove effective for treating the
frightful nightmares and other symptoms of shell-shocked soldiers, its promise of helping individuals fulfill
their potential fit neatly into the uniquely American pattern of self-improvement and upward mobility.
Weighing the recurrent controversies that raged over the scientific validity of Freud's theories with the
arguments of influential intellectuals who saw in psychoanalysis a sweeping criticism of traditional sexual
mores, Hale shows how and why psychoanalysis came to have such a pervasive influence on the fabric of
American life, from child care to criminology. The twenties and thirties saw psychoanalysis transform itself
from the calling of a self-chosen group of avant-garde psychiatrists and neurologists to a profession with its
own institutions for training and certification. Hale documents how the American insistence on medical
training, while greatly annoying to Freud himself, was essential to U.S. acceptance of the psychoanalytic
profession. He recreates the enormous vogue enjoyed by psychoanalysis in the years after the Second World
War, and the inevitable backlash leading up to the current crisis. As feminists rebelled against Freud's rigid
gender roles, new psychotherapies and new drugs narrowed the problems for which psychoanalysis seemed
appropriate, and even orthodox analysts began to question the effectiveness of the therapy when analyses
lengthened from one or two to five, ten, or more years.

In its final chapters, The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis offers a comprehensive and authoritative
assessment of the psychoanalytic movement as it continues to respond to these challenges. Illuminating both
the boldness and sweep of Freud's analytic vision and its limitations, it is destined to become a definitive
work.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and
the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.). Try to stumble through book
The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale,
Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.) as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let
us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kelly Blow:

The reserve with title The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans,
1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.) contains a lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ruth Vigue:

This The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale,
Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.) is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Rise and Crisis of
Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the
Americans, V. 2.) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy
to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life in addition to knowledge.

Ernest Nunez:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Rise and Crisis of
Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the



Americans, V. 2.) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
learn it. Beside that the publication The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the
Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.) can to be your new friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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