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Erich von Stroheim (1885-1957) was one of the giants in American film history. Stubborn, arrogant, and
colorful, he saw himself as a cinema artist, which led to conflicts with producers and studio executives who
complained about the inflated budgets and extraordinary length of his films. Stroheim achieved great
notoriety and success, but he was so uncompromising that he turned his triumph into failure. He was banned
from ever directing again and spent his remaining years as an actor. Stroheim's life has been wreathed in
myths, many of his own devising. Arthur Lennig scoured European and American archives for details
concerning the life of the actor and director, and he counters several long-accepted claims. Stroheim's tales
of military experience are almost completely fictitious; the ""von"" in his name was an affectation adopted at
Ellis Island in 1909; and, counter to his own claim, he did not participate in the production of The Birth of a
Nation in 1914. Wherever Stroheim lived, he was an outsider: a Jew in Vienna, an Austrian in southern
California, an American in France. This contributed to an almost pathological need to embellish and obscure
his past; yet, it also may have been the key to his genius both behind and in front of the camera. As an actor,
Stroheim threw himself into his portrayals of evil men, relishing his epithet, ""The Man You Love to Hate.""
As a director, he immersed himself in every facet of production, including script writing and costume design.
In 1923 he created his masterpiece Greed, infamous for its eight-hour running time. Stroheim returned to
acting, saving some of his finest performances for La Grande Illusion (1937) and Billy Wilder's Sunset
Boulevard (1950), a role he hated, probably because it was too similar to the story of his own life.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Ratliff:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Stroheim.

Mildred Ortiz:

The reserve with title Stroheim posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Beverly Barber:

The book untitled Stroheim contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Verna Riddle:

This Stroheim is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having little digest in reading this Stroheim can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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