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For much of his career, Johnny Cash opened his shows with the tagline, “Hello, I’m Johnny Cash.” This
introduction seemed unnecessary, since everyone in the audience knew who he was—the famous musical
artist whose career spanned almost five decades, whose troubled life on and off the stage received wide
publicity, and whose cragged face seemed to express a depth and intensity not found in any other artist,
living or dead.

For Cash, as for many celebrities, renown was the product of both hard work and luck. Often a visionary and
always a tireless performer, he was subject to a whirlwind of social, economic, and cultural countercurrents.
Nine Choices explores the tension between Cash’s desire for mainstream success, his personal struggles with
alcohol and drugs, and an ever-changing cultural landscape that often circumscribed his options.

Drawing on interviews, archival research, and textual analysis, Jonathan Silverman focuses on Cash’s
personal and artistic choices as a way of understanding his life, his impact on American culture, and the
ways in which that culture in turn shaped him. Cash made decisions about where he would live, what he
would play, who would produce his albums, whether he would support the Vietnam War, and even if he
would flip his famous “bird”—the iconic image of Cash giving the finger which is now plastered on posters
and T-shirts everywhere—in the context of cultural forces both visible and opaque. He made other decisions
in consultation with a variety of people, many of whom were chiefly concerned with the reaction of his
audiences.

Less a conventional biography than a study of the making of an identity, Nine Choices explores how Johnny
Cash sought to define who he was, how he was perceived, and what he signified through a series of self-
conscious actions. The result, Silverman shows, was a life that was often tumultuous but never uninteresting.
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From reader reviews:

Lanita Hill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture. Try to the actual
book Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture as your close friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Kelley Thornton:

The book Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Nine Choices: Johnny Cash
and American Culture? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Nine Choices: Johnny
Cash and American Culture has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Farrell:

This Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture without we comprehend teach the
one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Nine Choices: Johnny Cash
and American Culture can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and
American Culture having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Kristen Hancock:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and
American Culture is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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