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In this succinct study, Edna Greene Medford examines the ideas and events that shaped President Lincoln’s
responses to slavery, following the arc of his ideological development from the beginning of the Civil War,
when he aimed to pursue a course of noninterference, to his championing of slavery’s destruction before the
conflict ended. Throughout, Medford juxtaposes the president’s motivations for advocating freedom with the
aspirations of African Americans themselves, restoring African Americans to the center of the story about
the struggle for their own liberation.

Lincoln and African Americans, Medford argues, approached emancipation differently, with the president
moving slowly and cautiously in order to save the Union while the enslaved and their supporters pressed
more urgently for an end to slavery. Despite the differences, an undeclared partnership existed between the
president and slaves that led to both preservation of the Union and freedom for those in bondage. Medford
chronicles Lincoln’s transition from advocating gradual abolition to campaigning for immediate
emancipation for the majority of the enslaved, a change effected by the military and by the efforts of African
Americans. The author argues that many players—including the abolitionists and Radical Republicans, War
Democrats, and black men and women—participated in the drama through agitation, military support of the
Union, and destruction of the institution from within. Medford also addresses differences in the interpretation
of freedom: Lincoln and most Americans defined it as the destruction of slavery, but African Americans
understood the term to involve equality and full inclusion into American society. An epilogue considers
Lincoln’s death, African American efforts to honor him, and the president’s legacy at home and abroad.

Both enslaved and free black people, Medford demonstrates, were fervent participants in the emancipation
effort, showing an eagerness to get on with the business of freedom long before the president or the North
did. By including African American voices in the emancipation narrative, this insightful volume offers a
fresh and welcome perspective on Lincoln’s America.
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From reader reviews:

Marissa Wegener:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) has
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Lincoln and
Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Rebecca West:

The book untitled Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

James Crist:

This Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) is brand new way for you who has interest to look
for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Lincoln and
Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life and also knowledge.

Jack Bell:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Lincoln and Emancipation (Concise Lincoln Library). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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