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In 2000, Russian scientist Zhores Alferov shared the Nobel Prize for Physics for his discovery of the
heterojunction, a semiconductor device the practical applications of which include LEDs, rapid transistors,
and the microchip. The Prize was the culmination of a career in Soviet science that spanned the eras of
Stalin, Khrushchev, and Gorbachev--and continues today in the postcommunist Russia of Putin and
Medvedev. In Lenin's Laureate, historian Paul Josephson tells the story of Alferov's life and work and
examines the bureaucratic, economic, and ideological obstacles to doing state-sponsored scientific research
in the Soviet Union. Lenin and the Bolsheviks built strong institutions for scientific research, rectifying years
of neglect under the Czars. Later generations of scientists, including Alferov and his colleagues, reaped the
benefits, achieving important breakthroughs: the first nuclear reactor for civilian energy, an early fusion
device, and, of course, the Sputnik satellite. Josephson's account of Alferov's career reveals the strengths and
weaknesses of Soviet science--a schizophrenic environment of cutting-edge research and political
interference. Alferov, born into a family of Communist loyalists, joined the party in 1967. He supported
Gorbachev's reforms in the 1980s, but later became frustrated by the recession-plagued postcommunist
state's failure to fund scientific research adequately. An elected member of the Russian parliament since
1995, he uses his prestige as a Nobel laureate to protect Russian science from further cutbacks. Drawing on
extensive archival research and the author's own discussions with Alferov, Lenin's Laureate offers a unique
account of Soviet science, presented against the backdrop of the USSR's turbulent history from the
revolution through perestroika.
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From reader reviews:

Alysa Appel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Lenin's Laureate: Zhores Alferov's Life in Communist Science
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology). Try to the actual book Lenin's
Laureate: Zhores Alferov's Life in Communist Science (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science
and Technology) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Kimberly Niemeyer:

The book Lenin's Laureate: Zhores Alferov's Life in Communist Science (Transformations: Studies in the
History of Science and Technology) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the good thing like a book Lenin's Laureate: Zhores Alferov's Life in Communist
Science (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology)? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Lenin's Laureate: Zhores Alferov's Life in Communist
Science (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Santiago Klein:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Lenin's Laureate: Zhores Alferov's
Life in Communist Science (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick
Lenin's Laureate: Zhores Alferov's Life in Communist Science (Transformations: Studies in the History of
Science and Technology) become your current starter.

Virgil Santamaria:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top



book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
Lenin's Laureate: Zhores Alferov's Life in Communist Science (Transformations: Studies in the History of
Science and Technology). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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