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The question that launches Job’s story is posed by God at the outset of the story: “Have you considered my
servant Job?” (1:8; 2:3). By any estimation the answer to this question must be yes. The forty-two chapters
that form the biblical story have in fact opened the story to an ongoing practice of reading and rereading,
evaluating and reevaluating. Early Greek and Jewish translators emphasized some aspects of the story and
omitted others; the Church Fathers interpreted Job as a forerunner of Christ, while medieval Jewish
commentators debated conservative and liberal interpretations of God’s providential love. Artists, beginning
at least in the Greco-Roman period, painted and sculpted their own interpretations of Job. Novelists,
playwrights, poets, and musicians—religious and irreligious, from virtually all points of the globe—have
added their own distinctive readings.

In Have You Considered My Servant Job?, Samuel E. Balentine examines this rich and varied history of
interpretation by focusing on the principal characters in the story—Job, God, the satan figure, Job’s wife, and
Job’s friends. Each chapter begins with a concise analysis of the biblical description of these characters, then
explores how subsequent readers have expanded or reduced the story, shifted its major emphases or retained
them, read the story as history or as fiction, and applied the morals of the story to the present or dismissed
them as irrelevant.

Each new generation of readers is shaped by different historical, cultural, and political contexts, which in
turn require new interpretations of an old yet continually mesmerizing story. Voltaire read Job one way in
the eighteenth century, Herman Melville a different way in the nineteenth century. Goethe’s reading of the
satan figure in Faust is not the same as Chaucer’s in The Canterbury Tales, and neither is fully consonant
with the Testament of Job or the Qur’an. One need only compare the descriptions of God in the biblical
account with the imaginative renderings by Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, and Franz Kafka to see that the
effort to understand why God afflicts Job “for no reason” (2:3) continues to be both compelling and
endlessly complicated.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Hill:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding
the Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) to read.

Jane Abraham:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Have You Considered My Servant Job?:
Understanding the Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Mark Gallegos:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the
Biblical Archetype of Patience (Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Michael Kautz:

You can get this Have You Considered My Servant Job?: Understanding the Biblical Archetype of Patience
(Studies on Personalities of the Old Testament) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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