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In this work, originally published in Dutch, Rik Smits theorizes that language could not have developed
originally as a system of communication. It is, instead, the result of combining separate abilities, each of
which developed independently to aid the survival of early humans. Lacking strength and speed, man relies
on wisdom for survival. Smits theorizes that human skills in calculation and estimation continued to develop
until they were sufficient to accommodate a system as complex as grammar.

Only after our linguistic ability emerged could humans think logically and share our reasoning with others, at
which point almost everything we now call culture began to flourish. Smits concludes that language cannot
have long predated the invention of agriculture in the Middle East, some 14,000 years ago. The huge
advance in civilization represented by language made abstract powers of reasoning indispensable for the first
time, along with highly developed concepts of identity, past, present, and future, all of which rely upon
language.

This explanation of the origins of language throws new light on cave paintings by Cro-Magnon man, whose
masterpieces date from about 40,000 to 15,000 years ago. Anatomically Cro-Magnons were modern humans,
but they had no language in the modern sense. Their absence of language gave them no true sense of
individual identity.

This translation was made possible by a grant from the Dutch Foundation for Literature.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Jones:

The book Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind? A few of you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world
by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jacqueline Lewis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind as your daily
resource information.

Daniel Hutchison:

The particular book Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Dawn: The Origins of Language and the
Modern Human Mind is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Dorothy Saunders:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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