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When Oedipus met the Sphinx on the road to Thebes, he did more than answer a riddle—he spawned a myth
that, told and retold, would become one of Western culture’s central narratives about self-understanding.
Identifying the story as a threshold myth—in which the hero crosses over into an unknown and dangerous
realm where rules and limits are not known—Oedipus and the Sphinx offers a fresh account of this mythic
encounter and how it deals with the concepts of liminality and otherness.
 

Almut-Barbara Renger assesses the story’s meanings and functions in classical antiquity—from its presence
in ancient vase painting to its absence in Sophocles’s tragedy—before arriving at two of its major reworkings
in European modernity: the psychoanalytic theory of Sigmund Freud and the poetics of Jean Cocteau.
Through her readings, she highlights the ambiguous status of the Sphinx and reveals Oedipus himself to be a
liminal creature, providing key insights into Sophocles’s portrayal and establishing a theoretical framework
that organizes evaluations of the myth’s reception in the twentieth century. Revealing the narrative of
Oedipus and the Sphinx to be the very paradigm of a key transition experienced by all of humankind, Renger
situates myth between the competing claims of science and art in an engagement that has important
implications for current debates in literary studies, psychoanalytic theory, cultural history, and aesthetics.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Oedipus and the
Sphinx: The Threshold Myth from Sophocles through Freud to Cocteau. All type of book is it possible to see
on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Janet Huynh:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Oedipus and the Sphinx: The Threshold
Myth from Sophocles through Freud to Cocteau is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gail Beattie:

The actual book Oedipus and the Sphinx: The Threshold Myth from Sophocles through Freud to Cocteau
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Oedipus
and the Sphinx: The Threshold Myth from Sophocles through Freud to Cocteau is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jack Jackson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Oedipus and the Sphinx: The Threshold Myth from
Sophocles through Freud to Cocteau why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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