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During the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther instituted new ideologies addressing gender, marriage,
chastity, and religious life that threatened Catholic monasticism. Yet many living in cloistered religious
communities, particularly women, refused to accept these new terms and were successful in their opposition
to the new Protestant culture.

Focusing primarily on a group of Dominican nuns in Strasbourg, Germany, Amy Leonard's Nails in the Wall
outlines the century-long battle between these nuns and the Protestant city council. With savvy strategies that
employed charm, wealth, and political and social connections, the nuns were able to sustain their Catholic
practices. Leonard's in-depth archival research uncovers letters about and records of the nuns' struggle to
maintain their religious beliefs and way of life in the face of Protestant reforms. She tells the story of how
they worked privately to keep Catholicism alive-continuing to pray in Latin, smuggling in priests to celebrate
Mass, and secretly professing scores of novices to ensure the continued survival of their convents. This
fascinating and heartening study shows that, far from passively allowing the Protestants to dismantle their
belief system, the women of the Strasbourg convents were active participants in the battle over their vocation
and independence.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Nails in
the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Arthur Warnick:

The book Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and
Society)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Nails in the Wall: Catholic
Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society) has simple shape but you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Darlene Heckart:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Nails in the Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany
(Women in Culture and Society) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

William Henderson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Nails in the
Wall: Catholic Nuns in Reformation Germany (Women in Culture and Society).
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