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For many Mexicans, a wall has only one meaning: the border. And what is a border but a wall at its fiercest?
Walls also play a key role in Mexican daily life, far from the border. For Octavio Paz, the Mexican male is
remote and indifferent, creating an invisible wall as sanctuary from the chaotic, and very public, world
outside. Walls, then, allow Mexicans to withdraw, to turn inward. Wall painting also has a distinguished
history in Mexican visual culture. Throughout the twentieth century, renowned muralists Diego Rivera,
David Siqueiros, José Orozco, and Rufino Tamayo used public and private walls to render the scale and
drama of their largely political artistic visions. Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile identifies and
explores another crucial role that walls serve in Mexico: advertising concerts by contemporary folk bands.
These bardas de baile first appeared in the late 1960s, responding to the increased popularity of
contemporary Mexican folk music, which today has been reinterpreted and energized by bands that often are
based in the U.S. Performing songs of love and loss, and full of the trials and tribulations of life north of the
border, these bands' tours are advertised on public and private bardas (walls) throughout Mexico. Bardas de
baile are now so common that they have become part of the country's physical and cultural landscape. These
hand-painted murals (rótulos) are fully integrated into Mexico's cities, towns, and villages -on cemetery
walls, bridges, abandoned houses, roadside buildings and ledges, small businesses, and empty lots. But
mostly they grace public and private walls along the street. Amid the ubiquitous cacti, sprawling vegetation,
and hanging branches, among the bus shelters, unfinished soccer stands, and vacant warehouses the vivid
colors and heavily stylized lettering breathe life and energy into the green and brown landscapes. Bardas de
baile are a distinctive form of vernacular design that not only puts across a message, but also embodies core
characteristics of Mexican national identity, rooted in history while also reflecting the complex relationship
with its neighbor to the north. Through a studied history of these dances, as well as interviews with rotulistas
(the sign painters) and hundreds of colorful photographs, Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile is the first
book to cover this topic, revealing a little-known facet of Mexican visual culture.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

This Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile can be one of many
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Jack Cluck:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Mexican Wall Painting:
Bardas de Baile that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile become your personal starter.

William Emmer:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Juan Gilbert:

This Mexican Wall Painting: Bardas de Baile is great publication for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Mexican Wall
Painting: Bardas de Baile in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So
, this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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