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Trance states, prophesying, convulsions, fasting, and other physical manifestations were often regarded as
signs that a person was seized by spirits. In a book that sets out the prehistory of the early modern European
witch craze, Nancy Caciola shows how medieval people decided whom to venerate as a saint infused with
the spirit of God and whom to avoid as a demoniac possessed of an unclean spirit. This process of
discrimination, known as the discernment of spirits, was central to the religious culture of Western Europe
between 1200 and 1500.

Since the outward manifestations of benign and malign possession were indistinguishable, a highly
ambiguous set of bodily features and behaviors were carefully scrutinized by observers. Attempts to make
decisions about individuals who exhibited supernatural powers were complicated by the fact that the most
intense exemplars of lay spirituality were women, and the "fragile sex" was deemed especially vulnerable to
the snares of the devil. Assessments of women's spirit possessions often oscillated between divine and
demonic interpretations. Ultimately, although a few late medieval women visionaries achieved the prestige
of canonization, many more were accused of possession by demons.

Caciola analyzes a broad array of sources from saints' lives to medical treatises, exorcists' manuals to miracle
accounts, to find that observers came to rely on the discernment of bodies rather than seeking to distinguish
between divine and demonic possession in purely spiritual terms.
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From reader reviews:

Tommy Heckman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book Discerning Spirits: Divine and Demonic Possession in the
Middle Ages (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
book Discerning Spirits: Divine and Demonic Possession in the Middle Ages (Conjunctions of Religion and
Power in the Medieval Past) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Discerning Spirits: Divine and Demonic Possession in the Middle Ages
(Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past). You never experience lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Lydia Donaldson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Discerning Spirits:
Divine and Demonic Possession in the Middle Ages (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval
Past) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Diana Gum:

The reason? Because this Discerning Spirits: Divine and Demonic Possession in the Middle Ages
(Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ruth Vazquez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Discerning Spirits: Divine and Demonic
Possession in the Middle Ages (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) can give you a lot
of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you



actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Discerning Spirits: Divine and Demonic Possession in the
Middle Ages (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past).
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