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During the Civil War, private printers in both the North and South produced a vast array of envelopes
featuring iconography designed to promote each side’s war effort. Many of these “covers” featured
depictions of soldiers, prominent political leaders, Union or Confederate flags, Miss Liberty, Martha
Washington, or even runaway slaves---at least fifteen thousand pro-Union and two hundred fifty pro-
Confederate designs appeared between 1861 and 1865. In Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War, the first
book-length analysis of these covers, Steven R. Boyd explores their imagery to understand what motivated
soldiers and civilians to support a war far more protracted and destructive than anyone anticipated in 1861.
Northern envelopes, Boyd shows, typically document the centrality of the preservation of the Union as the
key issue that, if unsuccessful, would lead to the destruction of United States, its Constitution, and its way of
life. Confederate covers, by contrast, usually illustrate a competing vision of an independent republic free of
the “tyranny” of the United States. Each side’s flags and presidents symbolize these two rival viewpoints.
Images of presidents Davis and Lincoln, often portrayed as contestants in a boxing match, personalized the
contest and served to rally citizens to the cause of southern independence or national preservation. In the
course of portraying the events of the period, printers also illustrated the impact of the war on women and
African Americans. Some envelopes, for example, featured women on the home front engaging in a variety
of patriotic tasks that would have been almost unthinkable before the war. African Americans, on the other
hand, became far more visible in American popular culture, especially in the North, where Union printers
portrayed them pursuing their own liberation from southern slavery. With more than 180 full-color
illustrations of the covers themselves, Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War is a nuanced and fascinating
examination of Civil War iconography that moves a previously overlooked source from the periphery of
scholarly awareness into the ongoing analysis of America’s greatest tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

In other case, little persons like to read book Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War: The Iconography of Union
and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Patriotic
Envelopes of the Civil War: The Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mark Feaster:

This Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War: The Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting
Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War: The Iconography
of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) can be
one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a
person with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War: The Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting
Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lee Parkin:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Patriotic
Envelopes of the Civil War: The Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War: The Iconography of Union
and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) become your
own starter.



Sara Pacheco:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War: The
Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil
War). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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