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During his thirty-eight-year career as a military officer, Henry Clay Merriam received the Medal of Honor
for his service in the Civil War, rose to prominence in the Western army, and exerted significant influence on
the American West by establishing military posts, protecting rail lines, and maintaining an uneasy peace
between settlers and Indians.
Historian Jack Stokes Ballard’s new study of Merriam’s life and career sheds light on the experience of the
western fort builders, whose impact on the US westward expansion, though less dramatic, was just as lasting
as that of Indian fighters such as Custer and Sheridan. Further, Merriam’s lengthy period in command of
black troops offers a study in leadership and important understandings about the conditions under which
African Americans served on the Western frontier.
During the course of his service, Merriam crisscrossed the country, from Brownsville, Texas, to the Pacific
Northwest and Vancouver Barracks, serving in eastern Washington, California, and Denver.
Drawing extensively on the many letters and records associated with Merriam’s long army career, Ballard
presents his service in a wide range of settings, many of which have become the stuff of Western history:
from conflict with Mexican revolutionaries on the Rio Grande to the miners’ riots in Coeur d’Alene.
Ballard’s careful research provides a vivid picture of the military’s role in the westward expansion.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Patterson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major
General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-1901.

Clifford Harris:

Typically the book Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry
C. Merriam, 1862-1901 has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Frankie Lampkins:

Why? Because this Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry
C. Merriam, 1862-1901 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write
the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Debbie Yarborough:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Commander and Builder of Western Forts: The Life and Times of Major General Henry C. Merriam, 1862-
1901.
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