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A collection of autobiographies written by young Polish Jews in the 1930s. The candid writings reveal not
only the personal struggles, ambitions and dreams of 15 young authors, they also reveal with unprecedented
intensity the nature of ordinary Jewish life in Poland in the years between the world wars. Unlike later
writers for whom it became impossible to view this time except through lenses tinted by nostalgia or horror,
these adolescent Jewish authors, unaware of the catastrophic future that awaited, tell their stories with a
simple directness, describing their lives as they understood them at the time. The autobiographies presented
in the volume are selected from hundreds that were written for contests in the 1930s sponsored by the YIVO
Institute for Jewish Research, then based in Vilna. Nine male and six female authors write from a variety of
circumstances that reflect the great diversity of Jewish life in interwar Poland; some of the writers are
ardently secular and others, devoutly religious; some are impoverished and others come from the working
class or middle class; some are highly-educated and others, self-taught. They come from big cities, small
towns, and villages, and they are affiliated with Zionists, Bundists, communists, multiple political groups, or
none. Often surprising in their opinions and feelings, the young people also display different personalities,
writing styles, and views of life. Their voices speak now across the chasm of history, providing a moving
testament from the vantage point of young Jews in the final years before the Holocaust.
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From reader reviews:

Numbers Harless:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important normally. The book Awakening Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish
Youth in Poland before the Holocaust had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Awakening Lives:
Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before the Holocaust is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Awakening Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish
Youth in Poland before the Holocaust. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Billy Stinson:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Awakening Lives:
Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before the Holocaust book because book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Brett Munoz:

This Awakening Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before the Holocaust usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Awakening Lives:
Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before the Holocaust can be one of several great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that probably
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Awakening Lives:
Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before the Holocaust forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Evan Reyes:

Precisely why? Because this Awakening Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before the
Holocaust is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the



meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.
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