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When Patrick Buchanan took the stage at the Republican National Convention in 1992 and proclaimed,
“There is a religious war going on for the soul of our country,” his audience knew what he was talking about:
the culture wars, which had raged throughout the previous decade and would continue until the century’s
end, pitting conservative and religious Americans against their liberal, secular fellow citizens. It was an era
marked by polarization and posturing fueled by deep-rooted anger and insecurity.

 

Buchanan’s fiery speech marked a high point in the culture wars, but as Andrew Hartman shows in this
richly analytical history, their roots lay farther back, in the tumult of the 1960s—and their significance is
much greater than generally assumed. Far more than a mere sideshow or shouting match, the culture wars,
Hartman argues, were the very public face of America’s struggle over the unprecedented social changes of
the period, as the cluster of social norms that had long governed American life began to give way to a new
openness to different ideas, identities, and articulations of what it meant to be an American. The hot-button
issues like abortion, affirmative action, art, censorship, feminism, and homosexuality that dominated politics
in the period were symptoms of the larger struggle, as conservative Americans slowly began to
acknowledge—if initially through rejection—many fundamental transformations of American life.

 

As an ever-more partisan but also an ever-more diverse and accepting America continues to find its way in a
changing world, A War for the Soul of America reminds us of how we got here, and what all the shouting has
really been about.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book A War for the Soul of America: A History of
the Culture Wars. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important some sort of book A War for the Soul of America: A History of the Culture Wars. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Hollie Hoffman:

The book untitled A War for the Soul of America: A History of the Culture Wars contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Tom Tucker:

You can find this A War for the Soul of America: A History of the Culture Wars by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Danny Solberg:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book A War for the Soul of America: A
History of the Culture Wars to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book
and go through it. Beside that the reserve A War for the Soul of America: A History of the Culture Wars can
to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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