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What does the world admire most about America? Science, technology, higher education, consumer
goods—but not, it seems, freedom and democracy. Indeed, these ideals are in global retreat, for reasons
ranging from ill-conceived foreign policy to the financial crisis and the sophisticated propaganda of modern
authoritarians. Another reason, explored for the first time in this pathbreaking book, is the distorted picture
of freedom and democracy found in America's cultural exports.

In interviews with thoughtful observers in eleven countries, Martha Bayles heard many objections to the
violence and vulgarity pervading today's popular culture. But she also heard a deeper complaint: namely, that
America no longer shares the best of itself. Tracing this change to the end of the Cold War, Bayles shows
how public diplomacy was scaled back, and in-your-face entertainment became America's de facto
ambassador.

This book focuses on the present and recent past, but its perspective is deeply rooted in American history,
culture, religion, and political thought. At its heart is an affirmation of a certain ethos—of hope for human
freedom tempered with prudence about human nature—that is truly the aspect of America most admired by
others. And its author’s purpose is less to find fault than to help chart a positive path for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

The book Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and
America's Image Abroad? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Enrique McLean:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Through a Screen Darkly:
Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad book as nice and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joann Huertas:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Through a Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad this
reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Kim Nielsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by



book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Through a
Screen Darkly: Popular Culture, Public Diplomacy, and America's Image Abroad.
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