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Sustainability may seem like one more buzzword and cities and towns like the last places to change, but The
Natural Step for Communities provides inspiring examples of communities that have made dramatic changes
toward sustainability and explains how others can emulate their success.

Chronicled in the book are towns like Övertorneå, whose government operations recently became 100
percent fossil fuel-free, demonstrating that unsustainable municipal practices really can be overhauled.
Arguing that the process of introducing change—whether converting to renewable energy or designing
compact development—is critical to success, the authors outline why well-intentioned proposals often fail to
win community approval and why an integrated approach—not "single-issue" initiatives—can surmount
challenges of conflicting priorities, scarce resources and turf battles.

The book first clarifies the concept of sustainability, offering guiding principles—the Natural Step
framework—that help identify sustainable action in any area. It then introduces the 60+ eco-municipalities of
Sweden that have adopted changes to sustainable practices throughout municipal policies and operations.
The third section explains how they did it and outlines how other communities in North America and
elsewhere can do the same. Key to success is a democratic, "bottom-up" change process and clear guiding
sustainability principles, such as the Natural Step framework.

The book will appeal to both general readers wishing to understand better what sustainability means and
practitioners interested in introducing or expanding sustainable development in their communities.

Sarah James is the principal of a community planning consulting firm. She co-authored the American
Planning Association’s Planning for Sustainability Policy Guide and has published articles throughout the
U.S. on this subject.

Torbjörn Lahti was the planner for Sweden’s first eco-municipality and is directing a five-year sustainable
community demonstration project. He was instrumental in forming the Swedish National Association of
Eco-municipalities.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Taylor:

This The Natural Step for Communities: How Cities and Towns can Change to Sustainable Practices are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Natural Step for
Communities: How Cities and Towns can Change to Sustainable Practices can be one of the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Natural Step for
Communities: How Cities and Towns can Change to Sustainable Practices forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bruce Hardin:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled The Natural Step for Communities: How Cities and Towns can Change to
Sustainable Practices can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Margaret Phillips:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Natural Step for Communities: How Cities
and Towns can Change to Sustainable Practices can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Flor Rieke:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Natural Step for Communities: How Cities and Towns
can Change to Sustainable Practices was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Natural Step for Communities: How Cities and Towns can Change to Sustainable Practices has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in
which.
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