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The Space Race was an exhilirating moment in history, alternately frighten-ing, thrilling, awe-inspiring, and
ultimately, sublime. Its most enigmatic element was the competition. The Soviets seemed less
technologically sophisticated (at least from the American perspective) but in fact won many of the races: first
satellite to orbit the earth; first man in space; first unmanned landings on Mars, Venus, and the Moon; first
woman in space; most powerful rockets; and, until its recent fiery death, the most long-lived space station to
name but a few. The inherent contradictions of the age--the mixture of technologies high and low, of
nostalgia and progress, of pathos and promise--are revealed in Kosmos, Adam Bartos's astonishing
photographic survey of the Soviet space program. Bartos' fascination with this subject led him to seek out
places like the bedroom where Yuri Gagarian slept the night before his history-making flight into space,
located in the Baiknour Cosmodrome, the one-time top-secret space complex in the Kazakh desert. Bartos
also takes us inside the cockpit of the Merkur space capsule, used to ferry crew members and supplies to the
super-secret Almaz orbital space stations, and behind the changing screens cosmonauts used before being
fitted for their space suits at Zvezda, the chief manufacturer of Soviet life-support systems. In total, Kosmos
presents over 100 of Bartos's photographs, rich with the incongruities of the history, science, culture, and
politics of the Space Age. Professor Svetlana Boym's insightful introduction to the technological and cultural
aspects of Soviet space exploration provides a fitting context for the photographs. For anyone interested in
the space age, Kosmos is an essential and fascinating portrait.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Faria:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age
book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ilene Cody:

The book Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age has a lot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this
book.

Eric Hempel:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Vickie Kay:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age we can take more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Kosmos: A Portrait of
the Russian Space Age. You can more desirable than now.
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