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Scholars have given increasing amounts of attention to the place of homosexuality in different periods of
English cultural and literary history. This book is a broad survey of representations of homosexuality in the
English theatre from the Renaissance to the late 19th century. It draws on scholarship from a wide range of
disciplines, including sociology, history, psychology, literature, and drama. The first chapter provides a
background for the book by discussing the nature of same-sex behavior in the ancient and medieval worlds.
The chapters that follow discuss such topics as sodomy and transvestite theatre in the Renaisssance; female
transvestism on the English stage during the 17th century; bisexuality in 18th-century drama; the rise of
English homophobia and the proliferation of lesbian relationships in England between 1745 and 1790; the
homophobic context of English theatre during the Romantic Movement (1790-1835); and the rebirth of
interest in Greek thought and its associations with same-sex poetry, drama, and pornography in the Victorian
era (1840-1900).

Scholars have given increasing amounts of attention to the place of homosexuality in English literature and
culture. Dramatic works are a reflection of cultural issues, and thus they sometimes treat homosexual subject
matter. But because plays are enacted, they also represent homosexual concerns through staging conventions,
such as the use of young boys to play female roles during the Renaissance. While some scholars have
examined homosexuality in particular plays, this volume is a broad survey of the representation of same-sex
relationships on the English stage from the Renaissance to the close of the 19th century. It draws on
scholarship from a wide range of fields, including sociology, history, psychology, literature, and drama to
provide a sweeping, multidisciplinary account of homosexuality and English Drama.

Modern drama has its roots largely in the Renaissance, and Renaissance drama, in turn, drew heavily from
classical culture and medieval dramatic traditions. Thus the first chapter of the book provides a background
discussion of same-sex behavior in the ancient and medieval worlds. The chapters that follow discuss such
topics as sodomy and transvestite theatre in the Renaissance; female transvestism on the English stage during
the 17th century; bisexuality in 18th-century drama; the rise of English homophobia and the proliferation of
lesbian relationships in England between 1745 and 1790; the homophobic context of English theatre during
the Romantic Movement (1790-1835); and the rebirth of interest in Greek thought and its associations with
same-sex poetry, drama, and pornography in the Victorian era (1840-1900). The playwrights discussed
include major figures such as Marlowe, Shakespeare, Jonson, Shelley, and Wilde, along with less frequently
read authors such as John Marston, Thomas Dekker, and Barnabe Barnes.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly
to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important any book Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From
Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

John Drew:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre
Studies).

Alice Hill:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre
Studies) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The
Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies)
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Christine Emmons:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their



passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and
Theatre Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.
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