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“For those inclined to dismiss Adorno’s take on America as the uncomprehending condescension of a
mandarin elitist, David Jenemann’s splendid new book will come as a rude awakening. Exploiting a wealth
of new sources, he persuasively shows the depth of Adorno’s engagement with the culture industry and the
complexity of his reaction to it.” —Martin Jay, Sidney Hellman Ehrman Professor of History, University of
California, Berkeley

 

The German philosopher and cultural critic Theodor W. Adorno was one of the towering intellectual figures
of the twentieth century, and between 1938 and 1953 he lived in exile in the United States. In the first in-
depth account of this period of Adorno’s life, David Jenemann examines Adorno’s confrontation with the
burgeoning American “culture industry” and casts new light on Adorno’s writings about the mass media.
Contrary to the widely held belief—even among his defenders—that Adorno was disconnected from
America and disdained its culture, Jenemann reveals that Adorno was an active and engaged participant in
cultural and intellectual life during these years.

 

From the time he first arrived in New York in 1938 to work for the Princeton Radio Research Project,
exploring the impact of radio on American society and the maturing marketing strategies of the national
radio networks, Adorno was dedicated to understanding the technological and social influence of popular art
in the United States. Adorno carried these interests with him to Hollywood, where he and Max Horkheimer
attempted to make a film for their Studies in Prejudice Project and where he befriended Thomas Mann and
helped him craft his famous novel Doctor Faustus. Shuttling between insightful readings of Adorno’s
theories and a rich body of archival materials—including unpublished writings and FBI files—Jenemann
paints a portrait of Adorno’s years in New York and Los Angeles and tells the cultural history of an America
coming to grips with its rapidly evolving mass culture.

 

Adorno in America eloquently and persuasively argues for a more complicated, more intimate relationship
between Adorno and American society than has ever been previously acknowledged. What emerges is not
only an image of an intellectual in exile, but ultimately a rediscovery of Adorno as a potent defender of a
vital and intelligent democracy.

 

David Jenemann is assistant professor of English at the University of Vermont.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Adorno in America, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Terry Kopp:

The particular book Adorno in America has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Albert Chesson:

This Adorno in America is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Adorno in America in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Elizabeth Easterling:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Adorno in America this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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