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A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard is the highly acclaimed, moving debut of Levy
Hideo (also known as Ian Hideo Levy), a white American author living in Japan who writes fiction and
nonfiction in Japanese. Set against the political and social upheavals of the 1960s, which include student
protests against the Vietnam War and the U.S.-Japan Mutual Cooperation and Security Treaty (AMPO), the
novel tells the story of Ben Isaac, a blond-haired, blue-eyed American youth living with his father at the
American consulate in Yokohama. Chafing against his father's strict authority and the cultural trappings of
an America that grows more and more remote, Ben flees his home to live with Ando, his Japanese friend.
Refusing to speak English with Ben, Ando shows the young American the way to Shinjuku, the epicenter of
Japan's countercultural movement and the closest Ben has every felt to home.

As Ben struggles to understand the full contours of his identity, Levy's coming-of-age novel offers an
eloquent elegy to a lost time. From the vantage point of a privileged and alienated "outsider" (gaijin), A
Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard beautifully captures a heady, eventful moment in
Japanese history. Ben's experiences virtually recreate Levy's own youth. Wandering the streets of Shinjuku,
Ben can barely decipher the signs around him or make sense of the sounds that reach his ears. Eventually, the
symbols and sensations take root, disproving the common assumption that foreigners can never really know
Japanese language and culture. Through Ben's explorations, both he and the author break free from English
and the constraints of being a "gaijin." Ben's character plays a leading role in each of the book parts: "A
Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard," "The End of November," and "One of the Guys."
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From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot
Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important a book A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard: A
Novel in Three Parts. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

William Marquis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner
Cannot Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts was making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book A Room Where the Star-
Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book A Room Where the Star-Spangled
Banner Cannot Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts. You never experience lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Paul Dixon:

This A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts is brand new way
for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading
this A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts can be the light
food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in
the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Amy Joshi:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner



Cannot Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A Room Where the Star-Spangled Banner Cannot
Be Heard: A Novel in Three Parts to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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