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For the first time this work offers an in-depth analysis of many previously neglected aspects of a
fundamental area of women's lives. Based on unpublished archival material and oral testimonies, the book
traces the development of maternity services and attitudes towards pregnancy and childbirth in the twentieth
century. Its particular focus is the work of the National Birthday Trust Fund. In 1928 nearly one in 200
women died in childbirth in Britain every year. That same year the National Birthday Trust Fund was
founded by women at the highest level of Britain's social and political elite to launch a 'real crusade to solve
the problems of maternal mortality'. One of the founders, Lucy Baldwin, the wife of the Conservative prime
minister, described giving birth at that time as 'going into battle - she never knows, and the doctor never
knows, whether she will come out of it alive or not'. Among the achievements of the trust were the 1936
Midwives Act, which established for the first time a national service of salaried midwives, and pioneering
work in pain relief in childbirth and nutrition during pregnancy.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

The book Women and Childbirth in the Twentieth Century can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Women and Childbirth in the Twentieth
Century? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Women and Childbirth in the Twentieth Century has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Gloria Lockwood:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Women and Childbirth in the Twentieth Century, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Janet Kline:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Women and Childbirth in the Twentieth Century.

Theodore Dubose:

The particular book Women and Childbirth in the Twentieth Century has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this book.
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