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Between 1939 and 1946 BOAC (the British Overseas Airways Corporation) was the nationalised airline of
Great Britain – and between 1946 and 1974 as such it exclusively operated all long-haul British flights.

With its iconic ‘Speedbird’ logo and its central role in the glamorous ‘jet age’ of the 1950s and 1960s,
BOAC achieved a near cult-status with admirers around the globe. Yet, to date there has been no
comprehensive history of the organisation, covering its structure, fleet and the role it played in the critical
events of the age – from World War II to the end of empire, a period when BOAC played a pivotal part in
projecting British political power, even as that power was waning. During World War II, BOAC operated a
limited wartime service and prepared for the return of commercial flight in the post-war era. But it was in the
service of Britain’s colonies - and latterly the process of decolonisation - that BOAC achieved its most
pivotal role. The development of flight technology enabled much faster connections between Britain and her
imperial possessions - as the colonies prepared for independence BOAC ferried diplomats, politicians and
colonial administrators between London and the far-flung corners of Africa and Asia in much faster times
than had previously been possible.

In this book, acclaimed historian Robin Higham presents a unique comprehensive study of BOAC from the
early jet travel of the de Havilland Comet and the Vickers VC10 to the dawn of supersonic passenger
aviation. Highly illustrated and meticulously researched using previously-unseen sources, this book will be
essential reading for all aviation enthusiasts and anyone interested in the history of modern Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Moyer:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC had been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC is not only giving you far more
new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC.
You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Irving Tarkington:

This Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC can bring
whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Lawrence Wilson:

The actual book Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this article book.

Jose Johnson:

This Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Speedbird: The Complete
History of BOAC can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better
life along with knowledge.
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