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Contemporary notions of friendship regularly place it in the private sphere, associated with feminized forms
of sympathy and affection. As Ivy Schweitzer explains, however, this perception leads to a misunderstanding
of American history. In an exploration of early American literature and culture, Schweitzer uncovers
friendships built on a classical model that is both public and political in nature.

Schweitzer begins with Aristotle's ideal of "perfect" friendship that positions freely chosen relationships
among equals as the highest realization of ethical, social, and political bonds. Evidence in works by John
Winthrop, Hannah Foster, James Fenimore Cooper, and Catharine Sedgwick confirms that this classical
model shaped early American concepts of friendship and, thus, democracy. Schweitzer argues that
recognizing the centrality of friendship as a cultural institution is critical to understanding the rationales for
consolidating power among white males in the young nation. She also demonstrates how women, nonelite
groups, and minorities have appropriated and redefined the discourse of perfect friendship, making equality
its result rather than its requirement. By recovering the public nature of friendship, Schweitzer establishes
discourse about affection and affiliation as a central component of American identity and democratic
community.
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From reader reviews:

William Murphy:

The actual book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature will bring one to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and
Affiliation in Early American Literature is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lisa Marsh:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
definitely Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature.

Jeannine Lawson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American
Literature can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Perfecting Friendship: Politics
and Affiliation in Early American Literature.

April Harry:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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