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"Are you afraid of the sun?" Emily Dickinson asked a friend in 1859.

Wendy Barker states here that that apparently casual query reveals a major theme of Dickinson’s poetry, a
theme she shares with women writers ranging from Anne Finch to Anne Sexton. It is a tradition based upon
the inversion of the traditional male-centered metaphors of light and dark. Through time the light-giving sun
has represented vitality, order, God; the light-swallowing night death, chaos, Satan. These metaphors are
reinforced in the writing of Emerson, Thoreau, Hawthorne, and Keats,but Eliot, Brontë, Browning, and
Dickinson use the sun and images of light quite differently.

Barker argues that since light was a masculine tradition, it had come to represent male power, energy,
sexuality—not only to Dickinson but to other women writing during the era. To these writers the inversion of
the light/darkness metaphor became a countertradition used as a means to express their energies in a society
that was hostile to their intelligence. Dickinson, who read avidly, could not have been insensitive to this
usage of light as a masculine symbol—of her Calvinist God, of her father, of all that was male—and of
darkness as a feminine symbol.

Emily Dickinson thought in a richly symbolic manner. Her most frequently used metaphor is one of light in
contrast to darkness, employing single-word references to light more than one thousand times in her 1,775
poems. Barker offers close readings and new interpretations of some previously overlooked or
misunderstood poems and demonstrates that "Many of her most ecstatic images are of little lights created
from darkness." In answer to those critics who have characterized her poems as being piecemeal, Barker
argues that Dickinson’s consistent use of light as a metaphor unifies her poetry.

In her final chapter, Barker explores the ways in which twentieth-century female writers have carried on the
countertradition of the light/darkness metaphor. "That Dickinson was able so brilliantly to transform and
transcend the normative metaphoric patterning of her culture, creating, in effect, a metaphor of her own, has
much to do with the genius of her art."
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From reader reviews:

Jerold Richards:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Lunacy of Light: Emily
Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor to read.

Tamika Sheppard:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Lunacy of Light:
Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Guadalupe Baum:

You can get this Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Brooks Davis:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Lunacy of Light: Emily
Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor. You can more desirable than now.
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