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“Wonderful . . . a thoughtful discussion of what made [the Greeks] so important, in their own time and in
ours.”—Natalie Haynes, Independent

The ancient Greeks invented democracy, theater, rational science, and philosophy. They built the Parthenon
and the Library of Alexandria. They wrote down the timeless myths of Odysseus and Oedipus, and the
histories of Leonidas’s three hundred Spartans and Alexander the Great. But understanding these uniquely
influential people has been hampered by their diffusion across the entire Mediterranean. Most ancient Greeks
did not live in what is now Greece but in settlements scattered across Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Libya, France,
Italy, Bulgaria, Russia, and Ukraine. They never formed a single unified social or political entity. Acclaimed
classics scholar Edith Hall’s Introducing the Ancient Greeks is the first book to offer a synthesis of the entire
ancient Greek experience, from the rise of the Mycenaean kingdoms of the sixteenth century BC to the final
victory of Christianity over paganism in AD 391.

Each of the ten chapters visits a different Greek community at a different moment during the twenty
centuries of ancient Greek history. In the process, the book makes a powerful original argument: A cluster of
unique qualities made the Greeks special and made them the right people, at the right time, to take up the
baton of human progress. According to Herodotus, the father of history, what made all Greeks identifiably
Greek was their common descent from the same heroes, the way they sacrificed to their gods, their rules of
decent behavior, and their beautiful language. Edith Hall argues, however, that their mind-set was just as
important as their awe-inspiring achievements. They were rebellious, individualistic, inquisitive, open-
minded, witty, rivalrous, admiring of excellence, articulate, and addicted to pleasure. But most important was
their continuing identity as mariners, the restless seagoing lifestyle that brought them into contact with
ethnically diverse peoples in countless new settlements, and the constant stimulus to technological
innovation provided by their intense relationship with the sea.

Expertly researched and elegantly told, Introducing the Ancient Greeks is an indispensable contribution to
our understanding of the Greeks.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Introducing the Ancient Greeks:
From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the Western Mind book as beginning and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kenneth Wallace:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Introducing the Ancient Greeks:
From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the Western Mind is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Wilbert York:

This book untitled Introducing the Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the Western
Mind to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from
your list.

Mark Morrow:

Introducing the Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the Western Mind can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Introducing the Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the
Western Mind although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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