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In this heart-lifting chronicle, Richard Holmes, author of the best-selling The Age of Wonder, follows the
pioneer generation of balloon aeronauts, the daring and enigmatic men and women who risked their lives to
take to the air (or fall into the sky). Why they did it, what their contemporaries thought of them, and how
their flights revealed the secrets of our planet is a compelling adventure that only Holmes could tell.
 
His accounts of the early Anglo-French balloon rivalries, the crazy firework flights of the beautiful Sophie
Blanchard, the long-distance voyages of the American entrepreneur John Wise and French photographer
Felix Nadar are dramatic and exhilarating. Holmes documents as well the balloons used to observe the
horrors of modern battle during the Civil War (including a flight taken by George Armstrong Custer); the
legendary tale of at least sixty-seven manned balloons that escaped from Paris (the first successful civilian
airlift in history) during the Prussian siege of 1870-71; the high-altitude exploits of James Glaisher (who
rose) seven miles above the earth without oxygen, helping to establish the new science of meteorology); and
how Mary Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, and Jules Verne felt the imaginative impact of flight and allowed it to
soar in their work.
 
A seamless fusion of history, art, science, biography, and the metaphysics of flights, Falling Upwards
explores the interplay between technology and imagination. And through the strange allure of these great
balloonists, it offers a masterly portrait of human endeavor, recklessness, and vision.

(With 24 pages of color illustrations, and black-and-white illustrations throughout.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air.

Homer Anderson:

The book Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Falling
Upwards: How We Took to the Air? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Samuel Puckett:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Falling
Upwards: How We Took to the Air suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Airis a single of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Dorothy Vinson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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