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Yasir Arafat stands as one of the most resilient, recognizable and controversial political figures of modern
times. The object of unrelenting suspicion, steady admiration and endless speculation, Arafat has occupied
the center stage of Middle East politics for almost four decades. Yasir Arafat is the most comprehensive
political biography of this remarkable man. Forged in a tumultuous era of competing traditionalism,
radicalism, Arab nationalism, and Islamist forces, the Palestinian movement was almost entirely Arafats
creation, and he became its leader at an early age. Arafat took it through a dizzying series of crises and
defeats, often of his own making, yet also ensured that it survived, grew, and gained influence. Disavowing
terrorism repeatedly, he also practiced it constantly. Arafats elusive behavior ensured that radical regimes
saw in him a comrade in arms, while moderates backed him as a potential partner in peace. After years of
devotion to armed struggle, Arafat made a dramatic agreement with Israel that let him return to his claimed
homeland and transformed him into a legitimized ruler. Yet at the moment of decision at the Camp David
summit and afterward, when he could have achieved peace and a Palestinian state, he sacrificed the prize he
had supposedly sought for the struggle he could not live without. Richly populated with the main events and
dominant leaders of the Middle East, this detailed and analytical account by Barry Rubin and Judith Colp
Rubin follows Arafat as he moves to Kuwait, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia, and finally to Palestinian-
ruled soil. It shows him as he rewrites his origins, experiments with guerrilla war, develops a doctrine of
terrorism, fights endless diplomatic battles, and builds a movement, constantly juggling states, factions, and
world leaders. Whole generations and a half-dozen U.S. presidents have come and gone over the long course
of Arafats career. But Arafat has outlasted them all, spanning entire eras, with three constants always
present: he has always survived, he has constantly seemed imperiled, and he has never achieved his goals.
While there has been no substitute for Arafat, the authors conclude, Arafat has been no substitute for a leader
who could make peace.
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From reader reviews:

James Brady:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Yasir Arafat: A
Political Biography is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Georgia Cunningham:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Samantha Green:

Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography but
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial thinking.

Patricia Whetsel:

This Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Yasir Arafat: A Political
Biography in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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