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Spanning the architectural history of the country house from the disarming Elizabethan charm of South
Wraxall, the classical rigour of Kinross in Scotland, the majesty and ingenuity of Hawksmoor's Easton
Neston, the Palladian sweep of Wentworth Woodhouse, with over 300 rooms and frontage of 600 feet, the
imperial exuberance of Clandeboye, through to the ebullient vitality of Lutyens' Marshcourt, the stories of
these houses tell the story of our nation.

All are the are buildings of the greatest architectural interest, each with a fascinating human story to tell, and
all remain private homes that are closed to the public. But their owners have opened their doors and allowed
Dan Cruickshank to roam the corridors and rummage in the cellars as he teases out the story of each house -
who built them, the generations who lived in them, and the families who lost them. Along the way he has
uncovered tales of excess and profligacy, tragedy, comedy, power and ambition.

And as these intriguing narratives take shape, Dan shows how the story of each house is inseparable from the
social and economic history of Britain. Each one is built as a wave of economic development crests, or
crumbles. Each one's architecture and design is thus expressive of the aims, strengths and frailties of those
who built them. Together they plot the psychological, economic and social route map of our country's ruling
class in a rich new telling of our island story.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Simpson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Country
House Revealed: A Secret History of the British Ancestral Home? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Clarence Frey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Country House Revealed: A Secret
History of the British Ancestral Home is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Samantha Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Country House Revealed: A Secret History of the British Ancestral Home, you can tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Joseph Rankins:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Country House Revealed: A Secret
History of the British Ancestral Home is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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