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In recent years Latin American indigenous groups have regularly deployed the discourse of human rights to
legitimate their positions and pursue their goals. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than in the Maya
region of Chiapas and Guatemala, where in the last two decades indigenous social movements have been
engaged in ongoing negotiations with the state, and the presence of multinational actors has brought human
rights to increased prominence. In this volume, scholars and activists examine the role of human rights in the
ways that states relate to their populations, analyze conceptualizations and appropriations of human rights by
Mayans in specific localities, and explore the relationship between the individualist and “universal” tenets of
Western-derived concepts of human rights and various Mayan cultural understandings and political
subjectivities.

The collection includes a reflection on the effects of truth-finding and documenting particular human rights
abuses, a look at how Catholic social teaching validates the human rights claims advanced by indigenous
members of a diocese in Chiapas, and several analyses of the limitations of human rights frameworks. A
Mayan intellectual seeks to bring Mayan culture into dialogue with western feminist notions of women’s
rights, while another contributor critiques the translation of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
into Tzeltal, an indigenous language in Chiapas. Taken together, the essays reveal a broad array of rights-
related practices and interpretations among the Mayan population, demonstrating that global-local-state
interactions are complex and diverse even within a geographically limited area. So too are the goals of
indigenous groups, which vary from social reconstruction and healing following years of violence to the
creation of an indigenous autonomy that challenges the tenets of neoliberalism.

Contributors: Robert M. Carmack, Stener Ekern, Christine Kovic, Xochitl Leyva Solano, Julián López
García, Irma Otzoy, Pedro Pitarch, Álvaro Reyes, Victoria Sanford, Rachel Sieder, Shannon Speed, Rodolfo
Stavenhagen, David Stoll, Richard Ashby Wilson
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From reader reviews:

Lola Paolucci:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral
Engagements.

Kristin Walker:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Human Rights in the Maya Region:
Global Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics, Cultural
Contentions, and Moral Engagements become your starter.

Phyllis Wilder:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics,
Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Griselda Gonzalez:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics,
Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Human Rights in the Maya
Region: Global Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements can to be your friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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