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Four British Fantasists explores the work of four of the most successful and influential fantasy writers of the
generation who rose to prominence in the "second Golden Age" of children's literature in Britain: Susan
Cooper, Alan Garner, Diana Wynne Jones, and Penelope Lively. Drawing on history, archeology, social
geography, anthropology, and postcolonial theory, as well as literary criticism, Butler provides a series of
new perspectives through which to view these writers' achievements. He begins by highlighting some points
of biographic coincidence (e.g. all four authors were children during WWII, all were born within a year or
two of each other, and all attended Oxford University in the early 1950s—when C. S. Lewis and J. R. R.
Tolkien were publishing their seminal fantasies) and questions if these factors play any significant role in the
development of these fantasy writers. The author then uses this question as the springboard for a case study
in the assessment of biographical and literary influence.

The book also considers the role played by Britain itself in determining the shape and preoccupations of
these writers' fiction. Britain is a land with a long history in which contemporary life is constantly juxtaposed
with evidence of the past in the form of ancient buildings, historic sites, and archeological remains. By
placing the work of Cooper, Garner, Jones, and Lively in the context of British culture and of their own time,
Butler provides a key to their fascination with history, mythology, and magic, and to the ways in which that
fascination has found expression in their fiction. Students of children's literature and of fantasy literature as
well as readers who are interested in the lives of these four subject authors will find this an insightful read.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you
busy man? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Four
British Fantasists: Place and Culture in the Children's Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan Garner, Diana
Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper to read.

Donald McLaughlin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Four British Fantasists: Place and Culture in the
Children's Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan Garner, Diana Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper as your daily
resource information.

Della Ferguson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Four British Fantasists: Place and Culture in the Children's Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan Garner, Diana
Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Four
British Fantasists: Place and Culture in the Children's Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan Garner, Diana
Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Wendy Kroll:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is



very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Four
British Fantasists: Place and Culture in the Children's Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan Garner, Diana
Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper.
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