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Against the backdrop of one of the great transformations of our century, the sudden and unexpected fall of
communism as a ruling system, Charles Maier recounts the history and demise of East Germany. Dissolution
is his poignant, analytically provocative account of the decline and fall of the late German Democratic
Republic.

This book explains the powerful causes for the disintegration of German communism as it constructs the
complex history of the GDR. Maier looks at the turning points in East Germany's forty-year history and at
the mix of coercion and consent by which the regime functioned. He analyzes the GDR as it evolved from
the purges of the 1950s to the peace movements and emerging youth culture of the 1980s, and then turns his
attention to charges of Stasi collaboration that surfaced after 1989. In the context of describing the larger
collapse of communism, Maier analyzes German elements that had counterparts throughout the Soviet bloc,
including its systemic and eventually terminal economic crisis, corruption and privilege in the SED, the
influence of the Stasi and the plight of intellectuals and writers, and the slow loss of confidence on the part of
the ruling elite. He then discusses the mass protests and proliferation of dissident groups in 1989, the
collapse of the ruling party, and the troubled aftermath of unification.

Dissolution is the first book that spans the communist collapse and the ensuing process of unification, and
that draws on newly available archival documents from the last phases of the GDR, including Stasi reports,
transcripts of Politburo and Central Committee debates, and papers from the Economic Planning
Commission, the Council of Ministers, and the office files of key party officials. This book is further
bolstered by Maier's extensive knowledge of European history and the Cold War, his personal observations
and conversations with East Germans during the country's dramatic transition, and memoirs and other
eyewitness accounts published during the four-decade history of the GDR.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Dissolution as your daily resource information.

Frank Jorge:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love Dissolution, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jason Young:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Dissolution can give you a lot of friends because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Dissolution.

Jackie Frost:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Dissolution was filled about science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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