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Exploring the history of Civil War commemorations from both sides of the color line, William Blair places
the development of memorial holidays, Emancipation Day celebrations, and other remembrances in the
context of Reconstruction politics and race relations in the South. His grassroots examination of these civic
rituals demonstrates that the politics of commemoration remained far more contentious than has been
previously acknowledged.

Commemorations by ex-Confederates were intended at first to maintain a separate identity from the U.S.
government, Blair argues, not as a vehicle for promoting sectional healing. The burial grounds of fallen
heroes, known as Cities of the Dead, often became contested ground, especially for Confederate women who
were opposed to Reconstruction. And until the turn of the century, African Americans used freedom
celebrations to lobby for greater political power and tried to create a national holiday to recognize
emancipation.

Blair's analysis shows that some festive occasions that we celebrate even today have a divisive and
sometimes violent past as various groups with conflicting political agendas attempted to define the meaning
of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

In other case, little persons like to read book Cities of the Dead: Contesting the Memory of the Civil War in
the South, 1865-1914 (Civil War America). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a book Cities of the Dead: Contesting the Memory of the Civil War
in the South, 1865-1914 (Civil War America). You can add information and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Steven Perez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Cities of the Dead: Contesting the Memory of the Civil War in
the South, 1865-1914 (Civil War America) as the daily resource information.

Eunice Holt:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Cities of the Dead:
Contesting the Memory of the Civil War in the South, 1865-1914 (Civil War America).

Fern Gooding:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a e-book. The book Cities of the Dead: Contesting the Memory of the Civil War in the
South, 1865-1914 (Civil War America) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended



this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not too expensive but this book features high quality.
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