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The market for commercial beauty products exploded in Third Republic France, with a proliferation of goods
promising to erase female imperfections and perpetuate an aesthetic of femininity that conveyed health and
respectability. While the industry's meteoric growth helped to codify conventional standards of womanhood,
The Force of Beauty goes beyond the narrative of beauty culture as a tool for sociopolitical subjugation to
show how it also targeted women as important consumers in major markets and created new avenues by
which they could express their identities and challenge or reinforce gender norms.

As cosmetics companies and cultural media, from magazines to novels to cinema, urged women to aspire to
commercial standards of female perfection, beauty evolved as a goal to be pursued rather than a biological
inheritance. The products and techniques that enabled women to embody society's feminine ideal also taught
them how to fashion their bodies into objects of desire and thus offered a subversive tool of self-expression.
Holly Grout explores attempts by commercial beauty culture to reconcile a standard of respectability with
female sexuality, as well as its efforts to position French women within the global phenomenon of changing
views on modern womanhood.

Grout draws on a wide range of primary sources-hygiene manuals, professional and legal debates about the
right to fabricate and distribute "medicines," advertisements for beauty products, and contemporary fiction
and works of art-to explore how French women navigated changing views on femininity. Her seamless
integration of gender studies with business history, aesthetics, and the history of medicine results in a
textured and complex study of the relationship between the politics of womanhood and the politics of beauty.
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From reader reviews:

John Richardson:

The book The Force of Beauty: Transforming French Ideas of Femininity in the Third Republic can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
The Force of Beauty: Transforming French Ideas of Femininity in the Third Republic? A number of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Force of Beauty: Transforming French Ideas
of Femininity in the Third Republic has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Adkins:

This book untitled The Force of Beauty: Transforming French Ideas of Femininity in the Third Republic to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Clifford Walsh:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Force of
Beauty: Transforming French Ideas of Femininity in the Third Republic, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Fay Harris:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but in addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book The Force of Beauty: Transforming French Ideas of Femininity in the Third
Republic we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person
must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with this book The Force of Beauty: Transforming French Ideas of Femininity in the Third
Republic. You can more inviting than now.
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