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Class differences permeate the neighborhoods, classrooms, and workplaces where we lead our daily lives.
But little is known about how class really works, and its importance is often downplayed or denied. In this
important new volume, leading sociologists systematically examine how social class operates in the United
States today. Social Class argues against the view that we are becoming a classless society. The authors
show instead the decisive ways social class matters—from how long people live, to how they raise their
children, to how they vote.

The distinguished contributors to Social Class examine how class works in a variety of domains including
politics, health, education, gender, and the family. Michael Hout shows that class membership remains an
integral part of identity in the U.S.—in two large national surveys, over 97 percent of Americans, when
prompted, identify themselves with a particular class. Dalton Conley identifies an intangible but crucial
source of class difference that he calls the “opportunity horizon”—children form aspirations based on what
they have seen is possible. The best predictor of earning a college degree isn’t race, income, or even parental
occupation—it is, rather, the level of education that one’s parents achieved. Annette Lareau and Elliot
Weininger find that parental involvement in the college application process, which significantly contributes
to student success, is overwhelmingly a middle-class phenomenon. David Grusky and Kim Weeden
introduce a new model for measuring inequality that allows researchers to assess not just the extent of
inequality, but also whether it is taking on a more polarized, class-based form. John Goldthorpe and Michelle
Jackson examine the academic careers of students in three social classes and find that poorly performing
students from high-status families do much better in many instances than talented students from less-
advantaged families. Erik Olin Wright critically assesses the emphasis on individual life chances in many
studies of class and calls for a more structural conception of class. In an epilogue, journalists Ray Suarez,
Janny Scott, and Roger Hodge reflect on the media’s failure to report hardening class lines in the United
States, even when images on the nightly news—such as those involving health, crime, or immigration—are
profoundly shaped by issues of class.

Until now, class scholarship has been highly specialized, with researchers working on only one part of a
larger puzzle. Social Class gathers the most current research in one volume, and persuasively illustrates that
class remains a powerful force in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Baca:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book
that need more time to be learn. Social Class: How Does It Work? (National Poverty Center Series on
Poverty and Public Policy) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have
those short time problems.

William Carroll:

This Social Class: How Does It Work? (National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) is
fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this Social Class: How Does It Work? (National Poverty Center Series on Poverty
and Public Policy) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and also knowledge.

Kevin Loesch:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Social Class: How Does It Work? (National Poverty
Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Social Class: How Does It Work? (National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public
Policy) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading which.

John Dussault:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this modern era
like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by
that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the Social Class:
How Does It Work? (National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) when you desired it?
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