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In December 1846, John Jacob Oswandel—or Jake as he was often called—enlisted in the Monroe Guards,
which later became Company C of the First Pennsylvania Volunteer Regiment. Thus began a twenty-month
journey that led Oswandel from rural Pennsylvania through the American South, onward to the siege of
Veracruz, and finally deep into the heart of Mexico. Waging war with Mexico ultimately realized President
James K. Polk’s long-term goal of westward expansion all the way to the Pacific Ocean. For General
Winfield Scott, the victorious Mexico City campaign would prove his crowning achievement in a fifty-three-
year military career, but for Oswandel the “grand adventure of our lives” was about patriotism and honor in a
war that turned this twenty-something bowsman into a soldier.

Notes of the Mexican War, 1846–1848, is the quintessential primary source on the Mexican War. From
Oswandel’s time of enlistment in Pennsylvania to his discharge in July of 1848, he kept a daily record of
events, often with the perception and intuition worthy of a highly ranked officer. In addition to Oswandel’s
engaging narrative, Timothy D. Johnson and Nathaniel Cheairs Hughes, Jr. provide an introduction that
places Oswandel’s memoir within present-day scholarship. They illuminate the mindset of Oswandel and his
comrades, who viewed the war with Mexico in terms of Manifest Destiny and they give insight into
Oswandel’s historically common belief in Anglo-Saxon superiority—views that would bring about far worse
consequences at the outbreak of the American Civil War a dozen years later.

As historians continue to highlight the controversial actions of the Polk administration and the expansionist
impulse that led to the conflict, Notes of the Mexican War, 1846–1848, opens a window into the past when
typical young men rallied to a cause they believed was just and ordained. Oswandel provides an eyewitness
account of an important chapter in America’s history.
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From reader reviews:

April Wages:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Notes of the
Mexican War, 1846-1848 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848is the main one of several books in which
everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Tara Carlson:

The publication with title Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 has a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jose Scott:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 why
because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

William Johnson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Notes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848 this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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