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The final publication of results of the excavations at Pontnewydd cave in north-east Wales has been eagerly
awaited. The site was investigated as part of the Palaeolithic Settlement of Wales Research Programme,
which has been responsible for transforming understanding of the nature of human settlement on the very
margins of Eurasia by early Neanderthals. The caves of the Elwy valley in northeast Wales contain evidence
of the earliest human occupation of Wales. This monograph documents the results of 20 years of field
research. It describes the traces of occupation left around 225,000 years ago by people who were ancestors of
the Neanderthals. These include stone tools, animal bones and the remains of the people themselves. The key
cave site, Pontnewydd, is full of international significance, producing artefacts and fauna associated with
early Neanderthal skeletal material, related to repeated occupations of the cave around a quarter of a million
years ago. Key issues relating to gender and diet will be explored. Within the faunal assemblage at
Pontnewydd, as also within the potentially contemporary assemblage from the nearby cave of Cefn, it is
possible to see interglacial elements which may date to MIS 7 or, even, to the preceding interglacial cycle
(MIS 9), fully 50 to 100,000 years earlier. The pointers here are the rhinoceros Stephanorhinus
kirchbergensis , a large horse Equus ferus , and the leopard, Panthera pardus . None of these can be later than
MIS 7 and may even be of MIS 9 age. Moreover, the species of bear represented at both Pontnewydd and
Cefn is the cave bear ( Ursus spelaeus ) and these seem to be replaced by brown bears ( Ursus arctos ) during
MIS 11 or 9. This inference of an early date for elements of the Pontnewydd and Cefn faunas is borne out by
the presence of macaque at Cefn, a species not known in Britain after MIS 9. This multi-authored monograph
will place the Elwy valley caves within a geological and archaeological context; allow a detailed publication
of research on the artefacts, fauna and hominid remains; and provide a synthesis of how this work feeds back
into understandings of the Palaeolithic settlement on the edge of the then known world.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cancel:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Neanderthals in
Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Cavesis a single
of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world with this book.

Tara Gamboa:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves.

William Grant:

The e-book with title Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Stephen Redmond:

The actual book Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.
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