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No school district can be all charismatic leaders and super-teachers. It can't start from scratch, and it can't fire
all its teachers and principals when students do poorly. Great charter schools can only serve a tiny minority
of students. Whether we like it or not, most of our youngsters will continue to be educated in mainstream
public schools.

The good news, as David L. Kirp reveals in Improbable Scholars, is that there's a sensible way to rebuild
public education and close the achievement gap for all students. Indeed, this is precisely what's happening in
a most unlikely place: Union City, New Jersey, a poor, crowded Latino community just across the Hudson
from Manhattan. The school district--once one of the worst in the state--has ignored trendy reforms in favor
of proven game-changers like quality early education, a word-soaked curriculum, and hands-on help for
teachers. When beneficial new strategies have emerged, like using sophisticated data-crunching to generate
pinpoint assessments to help individual students, they have been folded into the mix.

The results demand that we take notice--from third grade through high school, Union City scores on the
high-stakes state tests approximate the statewide average. In other words, these inner-city kids are achieving
just as much as their suburban cousins in reading, writing, and math. What's even more impressive, nearly
ninety percent of high school students are earning their diplomas and sixty percent of them are going to
college. Top students are winning national science awards and full rides at Ivy League universities. These
schools are not just good places for poor kids. They are good places for kids, period.

Improbable Scholars offers a playbook--not a prayer book--for reform that will dramatically change our
approach to reviving public education.
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Call:

The book Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for
America's Schools can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the good thing like a book Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a
Strategy for America's Schools? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for America's
Schools has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Miller:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Improbable Scholars: The
Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for America's Schools book as beginner and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Loren Hatmaker:

Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for America's Schools
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a
Strategy for America's Schools although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Wm Mills:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.



Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Improbable Scholars: The
Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for America's Schools.
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