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Li Zhi’s iconoclastic interpretations of history, religion, literature, and social relations have fascinated
Chinese intellectuals for centuries. His approach synthesized Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist ethics and
incorporated the Neo-Confucian idealism of such thinkers as Wang Yangming (1472–1529). The result was
a series of heretical writings that caught fire among Li Zhi’s contemporaries, despite an imperial ban on their
publication, and intrigued Chinese audiences long after his death.

Translated for the first time into English, Li Zhi’s bold challenge to established doctrines will captivate
anyone curious about the origins of such subtly transgressive works as the sixteenth-century play The Peony
Pavilion or the eighteenth-century novel Dream of the Red Chamber. In A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep
(Hidden), Li Zhi unseats accepted ideas about gender, questions the true identity of history’s heroes and
villains, and offers his own readings of Confucius, Laozi, and the Buddha. Fond of vivid sentiment and sharp
expression, Li Zhi made no distinction between high and low literary genres. He refused to support
sanctioned ideas about morality and wrote stinging social critiques. Li Zhi praised scholars who risked
everything to expose extortion and misrule. In this sophisticated translation, English-speaking readers
encounter the best of his heterodox intellect and vital contribution to Chinese thought and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep
(Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) as your daily resource information.

Dawn Spigner:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep
(Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lucille Grant:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Book to Burn and a Book to
Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Gretchen Clark:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations from the
Asian Classics) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this book A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden): Selected Writings (Translations
from the Asian Classics). You can more attractive than now.
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