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Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith galvanized readers with their astonishing Jackson Pollock: An
American Saga, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for biography, a book acclaimed for its miraculous research and
overwhelming narrative power. Now Naifeh and Smith have written another tour de force—an exquisitely
detailed, compellingly readable, and ultimately heartbreaking portrait of creative genius Vincent van Gogh.

Working with the full cooperation of the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, Naifeh and Smith have accessed
a wealth of previously untapped materials. While drawing liberally from the artist’s famously eloquent
letters, they have also delved into hundreds of unpublished family correspondences, illuminating with
poignancy the wanderings of Van Gogh’s troubled, restless soul. Naifeh and Smith bring a crucial
understanding to the larger-than-life mythology of this great artist—his early struggles to find his place in the
world; his intense relationship with his brother Theo; his impetus for turning to brush and canvas; and his
move to Provence, where in a brief burst of incandescent productivity he painted some of the best-loved
works in Western art.

The authors also shed new light on many unexplored aspects of Van Gogh’s inner world: his deep immersion
in literature and art; his erratic and tumultuous romantic life; and his bouts of depression and mental illness.

Though countless books have been written about Van Gogh, and though the broad outlines of his tragedy
have long inhabited popular culture, no serious, ambitious examination of his life has been attempted in more
than seventy years. Naifeh and Smith have re-created Van Gogh’s life with an astounding vividness and
psychological acuity that bring a completely new and sympathetic understanding to this unique artistic
genius whose signature images of sunflowers and starry nights have won a permanent place in the human
imagination.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Van Gogh: The Life can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have
those short free time problems.

Lisa Shumaker:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Van Gogh: The Life which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Harold Houston:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Van Gogh: The Life. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Danielle Hawkins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Van Gogh: The Life or perhaps others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Van Gogh: The
Life to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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