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Aleksandr Nikitenko, descended from once-free Cossacks, was born into serfdom in provincial Russia in
1804. One of 300,000 serfs owned by Count Sheremetev, Nikitenko as a teenager became fiercely
determined to gain his freedom. In this memorable and moving book, here translated into English for the first
time, Nikitenko recollects the details of his childhood and youth in servitude as well as the six-year struggle
that at last delivered him into freedom in 1824. Among the very few autobiographies ever written by an ex-
serf, Up from Serfdom provides a unique portrait of serfdom in nineteenth-century Russia and a profoundly
clear sense of what such bondage meant to the people, the culture, and the nation. Rising to eminence as a
professor at St Petersburg University, former serf Nikitenko set about writing his autobiography in 1851,
relying on his own diaries (begun at the age of fourteen and maintained throughout his life), his father's
correspondence and documents, and the stories that his parents and grandparents told as he was growing up.
He recalls his town, his schooling, his masters and mistresses, and the utter capriciousness of a serf's
existence, illustrated most vividly by his father's lurching path from comfort to destitution to prison to
rehabilitation. Nikitenko's description of the tragedy, despair, unpredictability, and astounding luck of his
youth is a compelling human story that brings to life as never before the experiences of the serf in Russia in
the early 1800s.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Trevino:

The book Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824 can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like
a book Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824 has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lynette Petree:

The reason? Because this Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Victor Havens:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in
Russia, 1804-1824 or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-
1824 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Michael Wheeler:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Up from Serfdom: My Childhood and Youth in Russia, 1804-1824. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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