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Much has been written about how civil society challenges authoritarian governments and helps lead the way
to democratization. These studies show that neoliberal economic policies have harmed many sectors of
society, weakening the state and undermining clientelistic relationships that previously provided material
benefits to middle- and low-income citizens, who are then motivated to organize coalitions to work for
greater social justice and equality. Recognizing this important role played by civil society organizations, Jon
Shefner goes further and analyzes the variegated nature of the interests represented in these coalitions,
arguing that the differences among civil society actors are at least as important as their similarities in
explaining how they function and what success, or lack thereof, they have experienced.

Through an ethnographic examination extending over a decade, Shefner tells the story of how a poor
community on the urban fringe of Guadalajara mobilized through an organization called the Unión de
Colonos Independientes (UCI) to work for economic improvement with the support of Jesuits inspired by
liberation theology. Yet Mexico’s successful formal democratic transition, won with the elections in 2000,
was followed by the dissolution of the coalition. Neither political access for the urban poor, nor their material
well-being, has increased with democratization. The unity and even the concept of civil society has thus
turned out to be an illusion.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Kirkland:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Illusion of Civil Society:
Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-Income Mexico as your daily resource information.

James Williams:

Often the book The Illusion of Civil Society: Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-Income
Mexico has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Elijah McWhorter:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Illusion of Civil Society: Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-
Income Mexico. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one place to other place.

Lester Baker:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Illusion of Civil Society:
Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-Income Mexico to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The
Illusion of Civil Society: Democratization and Community Mobilization in Low-Income Mexico can to be
your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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