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An old joke goes like this: What’s the difference between a good girl and a nice girl? Answer: The good girl
goes to a party, goes home then goes to bed, whereas the nice girl goes to the party, goes to bed, then goes
home. The distinction made between the two types of young ladies would probably have been appreciated by
Shakespeare. While we think of “nice” nowadays as being a synonym for pleasant it wasn’t always so;
originally the word’s meaning conveyed the naughtiness implied in the joke. It wasn’t until the middle of the
18th century that this word conveyed the sense of pleasantness that we now associate with the word. In his
book How Happy Became Homosexual, and Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts, Richler educates and
entertains us while explaining how words such as “nice” and “gay” have changed meanings. Surprisingly, we
discover that even many of our nouns and verbs have been in a constant state of flux. For example, originally
“jeopardy” was a term used in chess and “to fizzle” meant “to break wind silently.” This morphing of
meanings is ever-present, and Richler explains how, even in the last twenty years or so, words such as
“fulsome” are in the midst of a reversal of meaning. So whether you are gay (happy), gay (homosexual) or a
melancholy heterosexual, Richler will lead you into a word-world of entertaining change.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book How Happy Became
Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts. All type of book could you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Brad Bennett:

The actual book How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Brian Roberts:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts.

Martha Silva:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other
Mysterious Semantic Shifts, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its named reading friends.
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