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Questioning the myth of unconditional love between parents and children, this study examines the strength
of the parental bond when children are born with physical defects. The author, a social scientist, studied
parents' behavior toward 1,450 children born with defects in three hospitals in Israel, and then conducted
follow-up studies over a period of six years with 200 families in their homes. One of the major recurring
patterns of parental behavior was a massive tendency toward rejection of deformed children. Rejection was
manifested by parents' wishes for drastic separation from their children through abandonment,
institutionalization, or giving up for adoption. If brought home, the children were isolated and hidden from
view. Weiss found that half of the newborns with physically observable defects were abandoned by their
parents in the hospital. Even when the parents were assured by doctors that their children would develop
intellectually or would not require special care, the tendency to abandon remained strong. Normal children
who suffered physical deformity due to burns or other accidents were similarly rejected by their parents. This
study will take a major place in the literature on human behavior because through exhaustive and long-term
observation of actual behavior in thousands of individual situations, it exposes the extreme importance of
physical appearance in interpersonal relations.

The author describes how the deformity causes confusion in the parents' cognitive system, labelling the child
with a name such as monster or devil or creature, or another non-human category. Parents' reactions to their
children's body image are discussed and the concept of body boundaries is analyzed. Children connected to
medical apparatus or sickly children are the cause of much parental rejection. Also, territorial restrictions are
placed on the deformed child in the home. These range from closeting or imprisoning in unfurnished
surroundings separate from the family to demotion to servant status within the family. This study refutes
most assumptions in the literature and shows that forming bonds with one's biological child is not necessarily
spontaneous, automatic, or natural, and that every child undergoes a process of adoption or rejection based
on external appearance and whether or not that appearance matches the parents' image of a person. Hospital
personnel, social workers, sociologists and anthropologists will be profoundly influenced by this work, as
will be all others who read it.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan McLean:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Conditional Love:
Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children. All type of book would you see on many options. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

John Augustine:

The event that you get from Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes
Toward Handicapped Children giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this particular Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children instantly.

Suzanne Ferris:

This Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Conditional Love: Parents'
Attitudes Toward Handicapped Children can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Brandi Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Conditional Love: Parents' Attitudes Toward
Handicapped Children can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have
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