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With the arrival of Clement V in 1309, seven popes ruled the Western Church from Avignon until 1378.
Joëlle Rollo-Koster traces the compelling story of the transplanted papacy in Avignon, the city the popes
transformed into their capital. Through an engaging blend of political and social history, she argues that we
should think more positively about the Avignon papacy, with its effective governance, intellectual creativity,
and dynamism. It is a remarkable tale of an institution growing and defending its prerogatives, of people both
high and low who produced and served its needs, and of the city they built together.

As the author reconsiders the Avignon papacy (1309–1378) and the Great Western Schism (1378–1417)
within the social setting of late medieval Avignon, she also recovers the city’s urban texture, the stamp of its
streets, the noise of its crowds and celebrations, and its people’s joys and pains. Each chapter focuses on the
popes, their rules, the crises they faced, and their administration but also on the history of the city,
considering the recent historiography to link the life of the administration with that of the city and its people.
The story of Avignon and its inhabitants is crucial for our understanding of the institutional history of the
papacy in the later Middle Ages. The author argues that the Avignon papacy and the Schism encouraged
fundamental institutional changes in the governance of early modern Europe—effective centralization linked
to fiscal policy, efficient bureaucratic governance, court society (société de cour), and conciliarism. This
fascinating history of a misunderstood era will bring to life what it was like to live in the fourteenth-century
capital of Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

This Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society (Critical Issues in World and
International History) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society (Critical Issues in
World and International History) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes,
Institutions, and Society (Critical Issues in World and International History) giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ray Ellis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Avignon and Its
Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society (Critical Issues in World and International History)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society (Critical Issues in World and
International History)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

John Harris:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society (Critical
Issues in World and International History) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Blake Darden:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like



comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Avignon and Its Papacy,
1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society (Critical Issues in World and International History) that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able
to pick Avignon and Its Papacy, 1309-1417: Popes, Institutions, and Society (Critical Issues in World and
International History) become your own personal starter.
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